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Meet the Families for Habitat's First Newton Project

 !  e Jackson family includes Kendra, 
her infant daughter Noelle, her daughter 
Cheyanne, 10, and Rolanda, Kendra's 11-
year-old niece.  ! is fall, Cheyanne will  be 
in the " # h grade at Franklin Elementary 
School in West Newton and Rolanda will be 
in the sixth grade at F.A. Day Middle School 
in Newtonville.  
 Currently a resident of Newton Public 
Housing, Kendra works for a so# ware 
support company in Brighton.  She is a 
hardworking parent with three children 
to support, and there is nothing she wants 
more for them than a home they can call 
their own.  Kendra " rst heard about Habitat 
for Humanity on the Oprah$ television 
program.  She never dreamed Habitat would 
be in Newton, or that she would have the 
opportunity to own a home there.  

 Scott and Jessica LaRosee live in 
Watertown with their three childrenÐ
Erik, 6, Colin, 3, and MacKenzie, 2.  ! e 
LaRosee family lives with Scott's mother in 
her 2 bedroom apartment in Watertown.  
Scott and Jessica are both working at local 
preschools, but before being selected for the 
Habitat project in Newton they considered 
relocating to the South where they could 
a% ord to buy a home.
 !  ey learned about Habitat's Newton 
project at an information meeting at the 
Newton Public Library.  !  ey decided to 
apply and recently learned they have been 
selected for one of the homes in Newton.  For 
Scott and Jessica, partnering with Habitat 
is a once-in-a lifetime opportunity to own 
their own home in a wonderful community.   

Habitat W elcomes 
New Board Member s

Je% rey N. Carp 
is Executive 
Vice President 
and Chief 
Legal O&  cer 
of State Street 
Corporation.  
He heads State 
Street's legal, 

regulatory, compliance, credit 
and risk, security and community 
a% airs functions globally.  Prior 
to joining State Street, Mr. Carp 
was Executive Vice President 
and General Counsel at MFS 
Investment Management and 
from 1989 until 2004, Mr. Carp 
was a Senior Partner at the law 
" r m of Hale and Dorr, LLP, 
currently WilmerHale.  A graduate 
of Tu# s University and George 
Washington Law School, Mr. Carp 
resides in Wayland with his wife 
and two children.    

Mahmood Malihi 
is a principal 
and Executive 
Vice President of 
Leggat McCall 
Properties.  Prior 
to joining Leggat 
McCall in 1983, 
Mr. Malihi 

worked at Macomber Builders 
and as a consulting engineer 
with Souza, True ( Partners.  A 
graduate of Tu# s University )BS* 
and Stanford University )MS*, Mr. 
Malihi's professional a&  liations 
include serving as a past president 
of the Greater Boston Real Estate 
Board, a past president of the 
Real Estate Finance Association 
and a member of the Board of 
the Earthquake Relief Fund for 
Orphans.  Mr. Malihi lives 
in Boston.

Kendra Jackson (center) with her niece, Rolanda 
(le! ), and  daughter, Cheyanne (right).

Scott and Jessica LaRosee 
with their daughter, 
MacKenzie (le! ), and 
sons, Erik (center) and 
Colin (right).  

The Jackson and LaRosee families meet at Habitat Greater Boston's office.

Rendering of the 2-unit 
home on Webster Park 
in West Newton.

Lark Palermo, Executive Director, and Michael 
Liu, Board President, show the families the plans 
for the Newton project.
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NEEDHAM FUNDRAISING GOES OVER THE TOP!

Judith Strull 
Chairs the 
Newton Interfaith 
Coordinating 
Committee

     
     

     Judith Strull, a local 
psychotherapist, is chair of 
the newly-created Newton 
Interfaith Habitat for 
Humanity Coordinating 
Committee.  ! e commi ttee's 
goal is to raise funds to pay for 
the materials and skilled labor 
needed to construct a 
2-unit Habitat project on 
Webster Park in West Newton.  

     Although Habitat uses 
volunteer labor to build 
homes, we need to pay for 
skilled labor and materials for 
our projects.  ! anks to some 
early and generous supporters, 
over +100,000 has been 
raised already, with another 
+300,000 needed to complete 
the project.  

     ªPhilanthropy and working 
with causes that help people 
in need have always been near 
and dear to my heart,º said 
Ms. Strull.  ªHabitat's mission 
is a natural " t  for me because 
it empowers people by helping 
them build their own homes, 
providing them with a hand 
up rather than a handout.º

Belmont Update

! e  Needham community, led by the 
Needham Clergy Association, local resident 
Tim McCleary and Reverend Caroline 
Edge, Pastor of Carter Memorial United 
Methodist Church, has successfully raised 
over +240,000 for the purchase of land and 
construction of a Habitat house in Needham$  
Many individuals have made generous 
contributions and held numerous fundraising 
events in an e% ort to bring Habitat for 
Humanity to Needham.  ! is community's 
extraordinary generosity was supported with 
lead gi# s from Dedham Savings Bank, Christ 
Episcopal Church, Temple Beth Shalom, 
Middlesex Savings Bank, Carter Memorial 
United Methodist Church, the Rotary 
Club of Needham and Roche Brothers, just 
to name a few.  Habitat Greater Boston's 
Family Selection Committee is reviewing 

applications and interviewing prospective 
families for the Needham house. We are 
planning to hold a groundbreaking ceremony 
for the project this fall.  

From le!  to right: Reverend John Buehrens, Lark Palermo, William 
Gothorp, Tim McCleary, and Reverend Caroline Edge.

     Wouldn't you enjoy being greeted at your job 
by happy families, friends, and cookies?  It's not 
hard for me to wake up for work knowing my day 
will be " lled with smiles.  Since breaking ground 
in October 2006, John Foley and I have had the 
pleasure of working as volunteer supervisors at 
the Belmont Habitat project where hundreds 
of volunteers have donated thousands of hours 
of hard work and laughs.  As a college student 
concentrating in architecture, I am pleased to have 

learned there are jobs in my " eld that o% er practical 
experience, beautiful people, and a righteous cause.  
     Individual volunteers from Belmont and 
surrounding towns have teamed up with groups 
from churches, businesses, and schools to construct 
a home for a deserving family.  It's been our 
pleasure to work with Alvin and Carmen Mei as 
they watch their house take shape before their eyes.  
Belmont High School students have blessed us 
with cookies and brownies each build day, which 
John, myself, and the volunteers happily consume.  
Individual volunteers have donated tools and 
supplies to the site to make every day a little easier 
and employees from Mass Housing contributed 
over 500 volunteer hours to install the drywall and 
paint the interior in just two weeks.  
     ! e ho use is in the " nal stages of completion, 
with " nish carpentry and installation of " xtures 
remaining.  In just a short amount of time, the Mei 
family will move into a home they earned with their 
hard work and strong spirit of partnership.  ! ank 
you to everyone who has touched this house and 
this family.  
             By Bob Greel, Volunteer Supervisor

Incredible progress 
has been made on the 
Belmont home since the walls were raised last October.  

ªI am still beaming and full of gratitude for the opportunity to have this day 
with such a remarkable organization.º

-Andrea Waldstein, Construction Volunteer
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18th Annual BOMA Bene" t

BOMA Boston contributes $20,000 to Habitat Greater Boston.

! e  Building Owners and Managers Association 
)BOMA*, held its 18th Annual BOMA Bene" t on 
March 3, 2007 at the Boston Opera House.  ! e 
event raised funds for Habitat Greater Boston 
and three other charities.  

Le!  to right: Rob Brierley, 2007 BOMA Boston President; 
Lark Palermo, Executive Director, Habitat Greater Boston; 
Henry Chamberlain, President and Chief Operating O"  cer, 
BOMA International.

Buying or selling a  
home?

Choose a top  
real estat e agent  

through Homegif t t o get  
a rebat e and 

support Habi tat

    A new program launched 

by Habitat for Humanity 

Greater Boston and HomeGi#  

Realty provides cash rebates 

to people buying or selling 

houses in the greater Boston 

area.  Habitat Greater Boston 

is the " rst Habitat a&  liate to 

participate in this program, 

which will be launched 

nationally in the next 

few months.  

     

    ! is innovative program is 

a great way to engage Habitat 

supporters and real estate 

agents in Habitat's mission.

     

    Please go to our web site 

at www.habitatboston.org to 

learn more about this new 

program before you sign up 

with a real estate agent.

Dancing with  the REALTORS!
! e  Eastern Middlesex Association of REALTORS/ sponsored ªDancing with the 
REALTORS/,º an event that raised funds for Habitat Greater Boston, on April 20, 2007 
at the Hillview Country Club in North Reading.     

# e  event was hosted and emceed by Billy Costa.

# e  dance contestants pose 
for a group shot on the 
ballroom % oor.

Rhonda DiCarlo and Don Crowell (center, holding 
trophies) pose with professional dance instructors 
from Studio 665.
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Make a Difference TODAY with a Donation.
Help us change lives.

1. Send your gift to:

 Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston
273 Summer Street
Boston, MA 02210

2. Call to donate at 617-423-2223

3. Visit www.habitatboston.org

Yes! I would like to help provide simple decent homes for families in need.

Enclosed is my gift of  ¨ $50 ¨ $100 ¨ $250 ¨ $500 Other $ _________

Please make your tax-deductible check payable to Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston. 

Please charge my gift of $_______________ ¨ Visa ¨ Mastercard

Account No. _________________________________ Exp. Date _________

Signature_____________________________________________________________
As always, thank you for your support

Board of Directors

Michael Liu,  A.I.A
President
! e  Architectural Team, Inc.

Jam es Dever III 
Treasurer
Rockland Trust

Suanne St. Charles, Esq.
 Clerk
McCarter ( English, LLP

Jeffrey N. Carp
State Street Corporation

Jam es Kirby
Commercial Construction 
Consulting, Inc.

Robert F. Ludwig
RFL Associates

Mahmood Malihi
Leggat McCall Properties

Executive Director

Lark Jurev Palermo
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Message from the 
Board President

Like many people, Habitat for Humanity captured my imagination the very " r st time I heard about the 
organization and its work.  One is constantly bombarded by worthy requests for time and treasure, but 
there was something especially compelling in the Habitat message.  Perhaps it was the opportunity to 
combine personal charity with personal action and to see tangible results taking shape in the form of 
decent, attractive homes in our communities and neighborhoods.  No doubt the aspect of community 
and teamwork implicit in the prospect of building a house with like-minded volunteers was part of it, 
an idea made that much more powerful in that Habitat volunteers work alongside the very families who 
will occupy those homes.

But having served on the Board of Directors of Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston and now as Board 
President, I have come to a deeper understanding of what Habitat Greater Boston does and how much 
more signi" cant the work is than merely building houses.  !  e process of providing decent, a% ordable 
homes to working families is one of breaking generational cycles of poverty, giving children the stability 
to learn and grow, and to reclaim neighborhoods by planting the seeds of community.  Whether by 
charitable donation, or volunteering, or both, the gi#  of homeownership is a gi#  which does not end 
with completion of a house; it is essentially a legacy.  Habitat Greater Boston remains part of that 
legacy, working with families to give them the skills of homeownership and " nancial management and 
remaining a resource to them as they pay their mortgages to Habitat.  

Over the past few years I have seen " rsthand what Habitat Greater Boston's small, e&  cient sta%  can 
accomplish assisted by capable, dedicated folks of goodwill  who o% er their time and treasure to create 
these legacies.  In Boston, along Blue Hill  Avenue, in Belmont, Newton and Needham, Habitat Greater 
Boston is slowly changing communities family by family.  It's such a thrill to be part of this vibrant 
Habitat a&  liate, one which ranks in the top 10 percent of Habitat a&  liates nationwide.  My thanks go to 
each of you who have chosen to be a part of Habitat Greater Boston's mission in the past and to all who 
would like to help working families build communities, please join us.  All are welcome.    

Yours faithfully,
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Message from the 
Executive Director

CARS FOR HOMES

You can donate a car to 
help a family in need$ When 
you donate a car, truck, 
boat, RV or other vehicle to 
Habitat's Cars for Homes 
program, you will help 
Habitat Greater Boston, Inc. 
and Habitat International 
end the cycle of poverty 
and homelessness. ! e net 
proceeds of donating a car 
goes directly to Habitat 
Greater Boston. 

How the program works

Car donations must be 
processed and donors must 
provide information on 
the car they wish to donate 
and the car's title. Once the 
information is processed, 
the donated vehicle is 
sold at an auction. ! e 
donor will receive a letter 
of acknowledgment that 
can be used for tax 
deduction purposes.

To donate a vehicle to 
Habitat's Cars for Homes 
program, call toll free at 
1-877-277-HFHI)4344*. For 
more information please visit 
our web site at:

www.habitatboston.org

Randall Wallace, screenwriter of Braveheart )among other " lms*, called Habitat for Humanity a 
perpetual motion miracle, saying, ªEveryone who receives, gives ± and everyone who gives, receives.  If 
you want to live complacent and uninspired, stay away from Habitat.  Come close to Habitat and it will 
change you and make you part of something that changes the world.º

Habitat Greater Boston has been around for twenty years.  I have been its Executive Director for 
twenty months, so I am still  learning what keeps us in perpetual motion. To that end, one day this 
summer I decided to visit one of Habitat Greater Boston's " r st projects, a 4-unit condominium 
building located in Dorchester at 28 West Cottage Street.  ! e units were sold in 1994 to four Habitat 
families who " nanced their purchases with mortgages from Habitat at 0< interest.  In the intervening 
years, three of the Habitat families have sold their units and moved to new homes, and the fourth 
homeowner has paid o%  her mortgage to Habitat Greater Boston in full.

West Cottage Street is a residential street about three blocks long, running between Blue Hill Avenue 
and Dudley Street.  Lined with well-maintained multifamily and single family homes, there is a 
large community garden at the intersection with Brooks Avenue.  Just a# er the intersection, one 
house down on the right, I found 28 West Cottage Street: a four-story brick building with a freshly-
blacktopped parking area at the rear of the lot.  

Standing on the front steps was a tall African-American woman dressed for the summer in a colorful 
skirt and blouse.  I parked my car and walked over to her, introducing myself and explaining I was 
from Habitat for Humanity.  She smiled, saying her name was Michelle and she had purchased her 
condominium from one of the original Habitat families.  She said she lost her husband three years ago 
and was looking for a place she could a% ord for herself and her two children )now 10 and 12*. ªI got 
my start here,º she said.  I asked how the homeowners got along with each other and she responded, 
ªWe are all single mothers and we are learning how to do things.  We are working together.º  She 
pointed with pride to some of the major repair projects they had undertaken together recently, 
including replacing the windows and re-pointing the bricks. ªIt is a good neighborhood and my 
children and I are happy here,º she commented. 

Michelle's story illustrates how the work of Habitat Greater Boston volunteers in the early 1990s 
continues to help low-income families today.  ! e a% ordable homes at 28 West Cottage Street are part 
of the perpetual motion miracle, and it is a privilege to be a witness to its presence in Boston.

Faithfully yours,
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Habitat Hotfooters Race " rough the Rain

     Despite cold, windy and rainy conditions, over 20,000 
runners finished the 111th Boston Marathon on April 16, 
2007.  Among these hardy athletes were the 15 members 
of the Habitat Hotfooters Team, Habitat Greater Boston's 
official 2007 Boston Marathon team.  The hard work 
and fundraising efforts of the Habitat Hotfooters made 
Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston's fir st year as an 
official charity of the Boston Marathon an 
overwhelming success.
     The 10 a.m. start was a stormy one, but after about 
an hour the weather calmed.  Encouraged by pockets of 
cheering sections along the way, the Habitat Hotfooters 
battled Heartbreak Hil l and each one of them crossed the 
finish line at Copley Square in less than six hours.
     The Habitat Hotfooters began preparing for the 
world's oldest annual marathon in November.  In 
addition to training for the 26.2 mile race, each team 

member raised at least +3,000 in the months leading 
up to the marathon.  Kriti ka Yegnashankaran, the top 
fundraising Hotfooter, raised +7,000$  Not only did the 
Habitat Hotfooters raise a total of +63,000 for Habitat 
Greater Boston, they also traded in their running 
sneakers for work boots and tool belts at our Blue Hill 
Place and Belmont projects.
     Habitat Greater Boston was one of 21 organizations 
selected by the Boston Athletic Association to be an 
official charity of the 2007 Marathon.  Our designation 
as an official charity is in place for three years, so 
look for the Habitat Hotfooters in 2008 and 2009.  A 
big ªthank youº to the BAA and all the runners and 
supporters who made this year's marathon a great 
success.  If you are interested in becoming a Hotfooter in 
the 2008 Marathon, contact Duncan Remage-Healey 
at drhealey@habitatboston.org.

# e  crowd cheers as the marathoners run by.Cathy Minich and Liz Robinson on race day.

Habitat Hotfooter Kelly 
Luethje gives the thumbs 
up during the 2007 
Boston Marathon.

By Liz Mengers, Intern



w w w. h a bi t a t b o s t o n . o r g

Laurie Dubois, Habitat Hotfoot ers Team Leader

Without Laurie Dubois, Habitat Greater Boston 
would not have been part of the 2007 Boston 
Marathon.  It was Laurie's idea that Habitat Greater 
Boston apply  to the Boston Athletic Association to 
become an o&  cial charity of the Marathon.  A# er 
our selection as a charity, Laurie helped organize the 
team, and trained with them until she was sidelined 
due to an injury.  As the Team Leader throughout 
the training and fundraising process, Laurie sent 
out daily emails to the Hotfooters, handed out water 
and moral support during the organized long runs, 
and even braved the terrible weather on Marathon 

Monday to be a one-woman cheering section at mile 16.  Her enthusiasm and 
dedication to the team were unparalleled.  And Laurie's service to Habitat for 
Humanity didn't just start with the Habitat Hotfooters.  She has been a Global 
Vil lager for four years traveling to exotic places such as China, New Zealand, 
Portugal, ! ailand, and Zambia to help build Habitat homes in those countries.   
From all of us here at Habitat Greater Boston, we thank Laurie for all of her hard 
work and her commitment to the mission of Habitat for Humanity.
      By Duncan Remage-Healey, Sta% 

" a nk you
2007 Habitat Hotfooters

Laurie Dubois

Christine Johnson

Christopher Keenan

Kelly Luethje

Catherine Minich

Sara Beth Ogiony

Ronnie Puzon

Elizabeth Robinson

Daniel Rodriguez

Mike Samluk

Adam Sawyer

Joh n Schembari

Benjamin Shaw

Jill Whitney

Kritika Yegnashankaran

Habitat Greater Boston is grateful to 
the Habitat Hotfooters for putting 
so much time, dedication, and hard 
work into volunteering, fundraising, 
and running the marathon for our 
organization.  Special thanks to 
Laurie Dubois, the team leader, and 
to Robyn Squire, the Hotfooters 
coach.  Also, thanks to New Balance, 
Four Seasons Hotel, Anthony's Pier, 
Marathon Sports, Panera Bread, Nu 
Graphics, Team Choice, Inc., and 
Joe's American Grill for providing 
fundraising incentives to our 
Habitat runners.

Scenes from the 2007 Boston 
Marathon



Recently many people have made donations to Habitat for Humanity assuming 

that the money will help in their home region.  However, we do not receive 

our funding from Habitat International.  If you want your donations to help the 

many needy people here in the Boston area, be sure to: 

 •  Make checks payable to “Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston ” o r

 •  Donate online at our website:  www.habitatboston.org, and

 •  When donating through Habitat for Humanity International,
  be speci" c that your donation go directly to Greater Boston’s H4H

Make Sur e Your Donations Are Going to the 
Greater Boston Chapter of Habitat!

273 Summer Street
Boston, MA 02210
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