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Habitat Greater Boston Dedicates the First Homes of 2007

    Habitat for Humanity started the New Year 
on a wonderful note with the dedication and 
blessing of two new homes at Blue Hill Place! A 
home dedication is the most important event for 
HabitatÐcelebrating a family's achievement of 
the dream of homeownership. 
    On January 13, 2007, Miguel Sarracent and 
Catalino Mendez o"  c ially became the proud 
homeowners of two adjacent units at Blue Hill 
Place in Dorchester. Miguel Sarracent's two 
children, Nathaniel and Serena, will  live with 
him in the new home. Catalino Mendez and his 
mother Artemia Roa-Mendez will  live next door 

with Catalino's two daughters, Mauralys and 
Susan.  # e families are wonderful additions to 
the Blue Hill Place community.
    Boston City Councilor Charles Yancey was 
the featured speaker at the dedications. 
Councilor Yancey stressed the importance 
of Habitat Greater Boston and the positive 
impact the Blue Hill Place project has on the 
surrounding community.
     Father Walter Waldron of St. Patrick's Church 
and Reverend Caroline Edge of Carter Memorial 
United Methodist Church o"  ciated.

Habitat Board Elects 
New President

     Michael Liu, member 
of Habitat Greater Boston's 
board since 2003, was elected 
as President of the Board of 
Directors at its annual meeting 
in November. 

     Michael is a registered 
architect with over 25 years 
of experience. He joined # e  
Architectural Team in 1981, and 
is the $ rm's Vice President and 
Principal in charge of design.  

     Some of Michael's local 
projects include Battery Wharf 
in the North End, Jurys Boston 
Hotel in the Back Bay, and West 
End Place.

     In addition to Michael's 
work with Habitat, he has 
been a member of the Board 
of Directors for Bay Cove 
Human Services and the Boston 
Society of Architects' Housing 
Committee. Michael was  
Chairman of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts' Designer 
Selection Board and 
Commissioner of Honors and 
Awards for the Boston Society 
of Architects.

     Michael lives in Newton 
with his wife Karen and their 
two sons.

Habitat families at the dedication and blessing of their new homes at Blue Hill Place. From 
le!  to right: Serena, Miguel and Nathaniel Sarracent; Artemia, Catalino, Mauralys and 
Susan Mendez; joined by City Councilor Charles Yancey.

New two-unit building at Blue Hill Place, Dorchester.Father Walter Waldron blessing the Sarracent's new home with 
assistance from Board President Michael Liu.



Genesis Consolidated Services held its 10th 
Annual Golf Tournament to raise funds for 
Habitat Greater Boston at Juniper Hill Golf 
Course in Northborough on August 7, 2006. 

CARS FOR HOMES

You can donate a car to 
help a family in need! When 
you donate a car, truck, 
boat, RV or other vehicle to 
Habitat's Cars for Homes 
program, you will help 
Habitat Greater Boston, Inc. 
and Habitat International 
end the cycle of poverty 
and homelessness. # e net 
proceeds of donating a car 
goes directly to Habitat 
Greater Boston. 

How the program works

Car donations must be 
processed and donors must 
provide information on 
the car they wish to donate 
and the car's title. Once the 
information is processed, 
the donated vehicle is 
sold at an auction. # e 
donor will receive a letter 
of acknowledgment that 
can be used for tax 
deduction purposes.

To donate a vehicle to 
Habitat's Cars for Homes 
program, call toll free at 
1-877-277-HFHI(4344). For 
more information please visit 
our web site at

www.habitatboston.org

Building Blocks in Nashville

Genesis Golf and Batt legreen Run

Bob Burbidge 
(left) and Mario 
Massimilla (right) 
helped organize the 
Genesis event.

Volunteers build ten houses in Nashville. 

From left to right: Jerry & Lisa Faford, 
Jenn & PJ Benoit.

In October, Genesis hosted the Battlegreen 
Run in Lexington to bene$ t several charities 
including Habitat Greater Boston.

# a nks to Bob Burbidge and his sta%  at 
Genesis, Habitat Greater Boston will build more 
homes in 2007. 

Duncan Remage-Healey of Habitat 
Greater Boston traveled to Nashville, 
Tennessee to participate in the inaugural 
Whirlpool Building Blocks event.  # e 
Building Blocks was an amazing gathering 
of 300 volunteers from all 50 states. 
Collectively they built ten houses in $ ve 
days alongside the future homeowners.

At each house, there were four local 
crew leaders who supervised 26 volunteers. 
In just $ ve (long) days, each group of 30 
started with a slab of cement and $ nished by 
handing over the key to a brand new, three-
bedroom house to the new homeowner.  

# e  blitz build event was emceed by 
country music and television star, Reba 
MacEntire. All participants agreed that it 
was one of the best experiences of their lives.

Runners cross the " nish line at the Battlegreen Run.
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 Boston Marathon
We are pleased to announce the Boston 

Athletic Association selected Habitat Greater 
Boston as an o"  cial charity of the 2007 Boston 
Marathon. Fi& een individuals will run this 
year's marathon on behalf of Habitat Greater 
Boston on April 16th. # ey each hope to raise 
*5000 for Habitat. 

Our runners call themselves the ªHabitat 
Hotfooters,º and they come from various 
running backgrounds. # e Ho tfooters include a 
stay-at-home mom, a graduate student, a stock 
analyst, and a Board member of the Omaha, 
Nebraska Habitat a"  liate. 

Habitat has enlisted the help of an 
experienced trainer to coach the Hotfooters 
as they train for the Boston Marathon.  # e 
coach, Robyn Squire, has run 23 marathons, an 
ultramarathon (50 miles), and numerous shorter 

Coach Robyn Squire 
crosses the " nish line 
of the 2002 Boston 
Marathon. 

A few Hotfooters help at Blue Hill Place.  

races. She coached Team-in-Training marathons, 
participated in personal training, and has been a 
high school cross-country coach. Squire has run 
the Boston Marathon three times. 

Team leader Laurie Dubois is also working 
tirelessly with the Hotfooters. Acting as the 
liaison between Habitat Greater Boston and the 
team, Laurie helps write weekly updates and  
organizes team runs Ðamong many other things.

If you want to support a Hotfooter, please call 
(617) 423-2223 ext. 24 to make a credit card 
donation, or go to www.habitatboston.org to 
donate online, or mail a check to Habitat for 
Humanity Greater Boston. Please designate the 
runner you are supporting with your donation.

To learn more about our runners, please visit 
www.habitatboston.org. 

Meet Our Mar athon Team

Laurie Dubois; Christine Johnson; Christopher Keenan; Kelly Luethje; Catherine Minich; 
Sara Beth Ogiony; Ronnie Puzon; Elizabeth Robinson; Daniel Rodriguez; Mike Samluk; 
Adam Sawyer; John Schembari; Benjamin Shaw; Jill Whitney; Kritika Yegnashankaran 

     A new program 
launched by Habitat 
for Humanity Greater 
Boston and HomeGi&  
Reality provides cash 
rebates to people buying 
or selling houses in the 
greater Boston area. 
Habitat Greater Boston is 
the $ rst Habitat a"  liate 
to participate in this 
program, which will be 
launched nationally in the 
next few months. 

     # is innovative 
program is a great way to 
engage Habitat supporters 
and real estate  agents in 
Habitat's mission.

     Please go to our web 
site at www.habitatboston.
org to learn more about 
this new program before 
you sign up with a real 
estate agent.

SELLING OR 
BUYING A HOME? 

GET A REBATE AND 
HELP HABITAT!

Runners Laurie Dubois, the coordinator for 
our Habitat Hotfooters, and Liz Robinson help 
Habitat at Blue Hill Place. 



Make a Dif ference TODAY with a Donation.
Help us change lives.

1. Send your gift to:

 Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston
273 Summer Street
Boston, MA 02210

2. Call to donate at 617-423-2223

3. Visit www.habitatboston.org

Yes! I would like to help pr ovi de simple decent homes for families in need.

Enclosed is my gift of  ¨ $50 ¨ $100 ¨ $250 ¨ $500 Other $ _________

Please make your tax-deductible check payable to Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston. 

Please charge my gift of $_______________ ¨ Visa ¨ Mastercard

Account No. _________________________________ Exp. Date _________

Signature_____________________________________________________________
As always, thank you for your support

Message from the Chairman

Bruce A. Percelay
Chairman
# e  Mount Vernon Company

Board of Directors

Michael Liu,  A.I.A
President
# e  Architectural Team, Inc.

Jam es Dever III 
Vice President
Rockland Trust

Joseph Lipchitz, Esq.
 Clerk
Mintz Levin

Neeraj Agg arwal 
Treasurer
Fish + Richardson

Kelly Courtney
Pipeline Management 

Kimberly Gori
Su% olk Construction 
Company 

Jam es Kirby
Commercial Construction 
Consulting, Inc.

Robert F. Ludwig
RFL Associates

Suanne St. Charles, Esq.
McCarter + English, LLP

Over the past $ ve years, Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston has evolved from a grass roots 
organization to what is becoming one of the most promising Habitat a"  liates in the country.  
From our humble o"  ces in the basement of a Jamaica Plain church, we have grown to a 
highly organized operation with more projects on our plate than at anytime in our history.
 
Blue Hill Place, Habitat Boston's / agship project featuring 22 units and 4,000 square feet of 
commercial space will set a new standard for urban Habitat projects across the country.  Our 
projects in Newton, Needham and Belmont will demonstrate the breadth of our e% orts and 
bring Habitat to areas never served before. # e success of our American Dream Awards 
Breakfast and new ad campaign further demonstrate the direction of Habitat Greater Boston 
and the enthusiasm of the wonderful sta%  and volunteers who make this organization work.
 
As Habitat's President, I was proud to be associated with Habitat during a period of 
enormous change and am equally proud to turn over the reins of our a"  liate to Michael 
Liu. Michael is a principal at # e Architectural Team,  and he is one of the $ nest multi-
family architects in the area. In addition to his professional skills and his role in creating the 
conceptual design for Blue Hill Place, Michael is a terri$ c leader.  His cool, calm demeanor, 
analytical skills, consensus-building management approach and deep belief in our mission 
will serve Habitat well as we move through this exciting period of growth.  I will be working 
closely with Michael and Lark Palermo in my new role as Chairman, helping to generate the 
essential fundraising required to ful$ ll our ambitious goals.

Working as President of Habitat has been enormously rewarding and speaking for our entire 
organization, we look forward to Michael's leadership over the coming years. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Bruce A. Percelay

W07
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Message from the 
Executive Director

WE’RE BUILDING IN 
BELMONT

Habitat Greater Boston's $ rst 
suburban project is a three-
bedroom house located at 315 
Brighton Street in Belmont. 
# e  house's future owners, the 
Mei family, have contributed 
many hours of sweat equity 
already. Each weekend, 
the Meis work alongside 
volunteers from the Belmont 
and Boston communities

# e  Belmont project requires 
more than 5000 volunteer 
hours and tens of thousands 
of dollars in donations. 
Everyday, generous Habitat 
volunteers and supporters 
are helping to build this 
new home. 

Carmen Mei helps build her new home 
in Belmont.

# e  Belmont home is Habitat Greater 
Boston's " rst suburban venture.

It is customary to bring in a New Year with re/ ection and celebration.  As you read this issue 
of our newsletter, you will learn that Habitat Greater Boston is actively engaged in both.

We are re/ ecting on the dedicated leadership of Bruce Percelay, who served as the President 
of our Board of Directors for six years.  # anks to Bruce, Habitat Greater Boston has 
embarked upon one of the largest urban Habitat for Humanity projects in the country, and 
this e% ort allowed us to bring in the New Year with the best celebration of all ± the dedication 
and blessing of two new homes at Blue Hill Place with the Sarracent and Mendez families.

We are celebrating the twentieth anniversary of Habitat Greater Boston this year, and we  
plan to do this in a special way.  In 2007, for the $ rst time, the Boston Athletic Association 
designated Habitat Greater Boston as an o"  cial charity of the Boston Marathon!  # is means 
we will have $ & een runners raising funds for Habitat Greater Boston and running in the 
marathon on Patriot's Day, April 16th  If you are watching the race, please give our runners a 
loud cheer of encouragement as they run by.  

Our plans in 2007 are to $ nish another building at Blue Hill Place, to complete construction 
of the Habitat house in Belmont, and to start construction of homes in Newton and 
Needham.  We will need your support to accomplish these goals, but we will write you only 
twice this year to ask for your $ nancial contributions ± once in the summer and once during 
the holiday season.  We have a lot to do, so please be as generous as you can when you hear 
from us.

# a nks to all of you, our faithful supporters, Habitat Greater Boston has built seventy homes 
during the past twenty years.  With your continued help and support, we will build many 
more in the years to come.

Happy New Year!

Lark Jurev Palermo
  



Table Sponsors 

Breakfast Sponsors

Heather Campion and Jack Kemp Honored at 
American Dr eam Award s Breakfast

AHA Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Apartment Realty Advisors ± 
  New England Region
# e  Architectural Team, Inc.
# e  Beal Companies
Boston Private Bank + Trust Company
Century Bank
Commercial Construction Consulting, Inc.
Cornerstone Realty Consultants

Criterion Property Company
Cushman + Wake$ eld, Inc.
Cutler Associates 
Eastern Bank
General Investment + Development Cos.
Grand Circle Travel
Greystone Servicing Corporation, Inc.
Hughes Oil
Kutchin + Rufo, P.C.

! a nk You to the Sponsors of the 2006 American Dream Awards" 

     Over 300 people attended the American Dream Awards 
Breakfast at the Boston Harbor Hotel on October 17th.  # e event 
raised over *75,000 for Habitat Greater Boston. 

     American Dream Award recipients were Heather Campion, 
Group Executive Vice President and Director of  Corporate 
A% airs for  Citizens Bank and Jack Kemp, Habitat for Humanity 
International Board member, former Congressman and former 
Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Corporate Sponsors

Blue Cross:Blue Shield of Massachusetts
HDS Architecture, Inc.

     Heather and Jack were honored for their signi$ cant 
contributions to the development of a% ordable housing in the 
United States.  

     In addition, Golden Hammer Awards were presented at the 
breakfast to Paul Bledsoe, Alexis Carena, Jim Ciotti, Susan Evans 
and Nancy Rider for their special contributions to Habitat for 
Humanity Greater Boston.

Lincoln Property Company
Middlesex Savings Bank
Nauset Construction Corp.
Plymouth Rock Assurance Company
Price Waterhouse Coopers
Ruberto, Israel + Weiner, P.C.
Su% olk Construction Company

McCarter + English, LLP
# e  Mount Vernon Company
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Recently many people have made donations to Habitat for Humanity assuming 

that the money will help in their home region.  However, we do not receive 

our funding from Habitat International.  If you want your donations to help the 

many needy people here in the Boston area, be sure to: 

 •  Make checks payable to “Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston ” o r

 •  Donate online at our website:  www.habitatboston.org, and

 •  When donating through Habitat for Humanity International,
  specify that your donation is for Habitat Greater Boston.

Make Sur e Your Donations Are Going to the 
Greater Boston Chapter of Habitat!

273 Summer Street
Boston, MA 02210
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